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PEN-Y-FFORDD COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting held in the War Memorial Institute on  
Wednesday 10th January 2018 

 
Present: Councillors Mr D Williams (Chairman), Mr J Priddin, Ms C Hinds, Mr D Walker, Mrs M Jones,  

Mrs L Vidamour, Mr A Wight, Mr R Wakelam, Mr R Bestwick and Mrs E Davies 
 
Absent:   
 
In attendance:  Mrs S Hughes, Clerk & RFO to the Council  
   1 x Member of the public  
    

236. Apologies  
   

Apologies were received from Cllrs Mrs S Kenworthy and Mr M Rothero. 
 

237. Declaration of Interest – Members Code of Conduct 
 
There were no Declarations of Interest received. 

   
238. Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 13

th
 December 2017 

 
RESOLVED: these were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
239. Matters arising 

 
Min 212 - Hope Community Council have agreed the temporary use of their laptop (which is in the possession of 

 the police). 
 
RESOLVED:  the Clerk will liaise with PCSO Ellis and Connected Security for the appropriate training.    

 
Min 217 - Unfortunately a site meeting has yet to be held to ascertain the location of the signage in order for the 

 planning application to be submitted.  
 
RESOLVED: Cllr Hinds and the Clerk will attend a site meeting in order to ascertain the locations and submit a 

 planning application. 
 

240. Public Questions 
 

Issues of pot holes and speed humps were raised.  The Chair advised that he was aware of this issue and it has 
been raised and logged with Flintshire County Council. 

  
241. Visitors 

 
Due to PCSO Ellis being unable to attend the meeting she provided members with an update report from 
13/12/2017 – 08/01/2018. 
 
She also advised she has now conducted two ‘Cuppa with a Copper‘ surgeries at Jemoleys. These are organised 
every 4/6 weeks. The next surgery will be towards the end of January, details will be on Twitter/Facebook as well 
as posters in Jemoleys. 
 
The Chairman supported the surgeries and requested that the Council promote this were possible. 
 
RESOLVED: the police report was received and noted.  Details of the ‘Cuppa with a Copper’ will be added to the 
Council’s website once received. 

 
242. Council Vacancy – Co-option 

 
The Notice of Co-option had been advertised with a closing date of Monday 8

th
 January.  The Chair felt that the 

two expressions of interest received were very strong and both candidates would be an asset to the Council.  He 

proposed that as there were only two expressions of interest that the Council hold interviews.  Cllr Davies 

proposed that the vacancy is filled by way of reviewing the applications.  Cllr Walker seconded the Chairs 

proposal. 
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Due to the two proposals a vote was taken, by show of hands, to interview the candidates prior to the February 

meeting.  This resulted in a majority vote to interview the two candidates. 

 

Cllr Hinds highlighted that the process to appoint by co-option has varied over the past, specifically when the 

number of applicants has been high it has not been viable to hold interviews. 

 

RESOLVED: the Council will invite the candidates to an interview prior to the meeting on 14
th
 February.  A 

decision will be made to co-opt during the February meeting and the new member will attend the March meeting. 
 

243. Summer Playscheme Programme 2018 
 
Flintshire County Council have written to inform Town and Community Councils that due to financial challenges 
they have been unable to offer a match funding schemes for this year, however, they have received funding 
through Welsh Government’s Play Opportunities Grant which they are proposing to pass onto Town and 
Community Councils for the sole purpose of making a contribution to the provision of the play schemes.  The 
amount per council would be £911. 
 
FCC have advised a number of choices available to the T&C Council’s and in summary are as follows: 

a) T&C to make their own play scheme arrangements  

b) Commission the Local Authority to make the play scheme arrangements  

c) To not provide any play scheme arrangements 

If the Council choses to continue with the LA making the playscheme arrangements the estimated costs, which 
includes the £911 grant mentioned above, would be in the region of £1309 for a standard 3 week scheme.  With a 
additional cost of £355 per week. 
 
Cllr Wight proposed that the council could offer an additional week within the agreed budget and would have a 
remaining balance of approx. £300.  The remaining balance could then be transferred to savings for ‘village 
improvements’.  The Clerk advised that the Council need to be aware that they are unable to hold balances 
unless the funds are identified for specific purpose.  For audit purposes the Council has to be able to justify any 
reserves held.  

 
RESOLVED: the Council will take part in the 2018 summer play scheme and will commission FCC to make the 

 play scheme arrangements.  In addition to the standard 3 week scheme the Council will also provide an additional 
 week at a cost of £355. 

 
244. Transport/Services 

 
i. Bus Shelters: Jessica Pritchard has confirmed that FCC can replace the shelter (old metal shelter), new 

dropped crossing from the footway, new footway on the shelter approach at the Meadowslea end of 
Penyffordd.  They can remove the concrete shelter at the Millstone and replace with a new shelter and the old 
asbestos roof shelter at Chester Road can also be replaced.   

 
The Clerk is awaiting a response from FCC whether in addition to the above works if FCC would also be able 
to install additional bus shelters. 
 
Cllr Wakelam advised that the council owned brick shelters are looking a little untidy.   

 
ii. Community Transport: As the scheme is new it was expected that the usage would initial be low with a view 

to increasing within the coming months.  FCC provided the following usage report for the first 3 weeks of 
service: 

  
 PENYFFORDD - BUCKLEY HEALTH CENTRE 
 
 20th November - 26th November 
 Monday 20th x 2 
 Tuesday 21st x 1   
 Friday 24th x 1     4 passengers in total, all adults and all passes. 
 
 27th November - 3rd December 
 Monday 27th x 1 
 Wednesday 29th x 2 
 Thursday 30th x 2     5 passengers in total, all adults and all passes 
 
 4th December - 10th December 
 Tuesday 5th x 4 
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 Thursday 7th x 2  
 Friday 8th x 2     8 passengers in total, all adults and all passes 
 
 Cllr Walker is extremely concerned regarding the lack of use of the service.  It is unclear at this stage if the low 
 usage is down to poor promotion or that residents do not need the service. 
 

iii. Cllr Wakelam reported that the telephone kiosk by the Penymynydd bus shelter has still not been removed (BT 
notice dated Sept 2016 advised would be removed imminently). 
 
He also sought clarification regarding the bus route of the Castell Alun Scholl bus as he had received 
complaints that the bus has stopped going via Penymynydd Road. 
 
Cllr Walker reported of the recent changes to Arriva bus services, in particular the no.3 service.   He feels that 
they are unreliable and have not provided shelters with the most recent timetables which has resulted in 
leaving commutators stranded. 
 
Cllr Walker advised members that he was aware that Arriva Trains will not be putting in for the Wrexham – 
Bidston franchaise come renewal.  Cllr Wight advised that the renewal was not imminent and would not be 
happening until the end of 2019. 

 
RESOLVED: 
 
i. The Council approved FCC to undertake the aforementioned work on the shelters.  The Clerk will chase JP to 

ascertain if they are able to provide the additional shelters. 

ii. Cllr Wakelam will assess and tidy the council owned brick bus shelters. 

iii. Write to FCC to ascertain their plans to promote the Community Transport service. 

iv. Write to Arriva with the concerns of reliability and communication. 

245. Community Council Draft Estimates for 2018/19 
 
The Council considered the expected expenditure for 2017/18 and the draft estimates for 2018/19. The Clerk 
provided precept figures ranging from 0% - 24% increase which takes into consideration the possible future 
community transport financial implications, should the council wish to support this scheme. 
 
There were a number of discussions and concerns that residents will view only the percentage of the increase as 
opposed the monetary sum. 
 
The Clerk stressed that the Council’s estimated budget for 2018/19 will require an increase to the precept.  She 
informed members that the council’s expenditure for 2017/18 had increased from the previous year, however, the 
Band D charge for 2017/18 was held and no increase was applied to residents.  The Council were able to hold off 
any increase due to receiving a large tax rebate.  Regardless of whether the Council wishes to support the 
Community Transport Scheme, the proposed budget dictates an increase.  
 
She also informed the Council that should they at this stage wish to budget for the Community Transport there is 
no commitment.  If the Council does not take part ownership of the scheme, any unused budgeted funds will be 
used against the total expenditure for the following year.   
 
The Chairman proposed that the Council should budget for the possibility of financing the community transport 
and submit a precept of £88,227.  Cllr Walker added that if the Council were to take on the financial responsibility 
of community transport it would be on the proviso of a joint partnership with Buckley Town Council. The proposal 
was taken to a vote; 8 – in favour, 2 – abstained.  
 
RESOLVED:  
i. That the estimate schedule as submitted and referred to above be approved and the Council at this stage 

agreed to budget for the Community Transport Scheme.  A decision to take on part ownership of the scheme 
will not be taken until FCC inform of their withdrawal.  Also any commitment to the scheme will be on the 
condition that it is a joint partnership with Buckley Town Council who would cover 50% of the total costs. 

ii. That this Council’s precept requirement for 2018/19 be approved as £88,227 (eighty eight thousand two 
hundred and twenty seven pounds) and that Flintshire County Council be informed accordingly.  This equates 
to the Band D sum of £43.63 per year. 

iii. That the Chairman and Clerk be authorised to sign the declaration of precept requirement for submission to 
Flintshire County Council. 

 
246. Millstone Playing Field  

 
i. The Clerk provided members with the proposed location of the signage for approval.  She also reported that 

due to the Council’s delay in production of the sign there has been a slight increase to the quote, now totalling 
£615+vat. 
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ii. Cllr Williams is still pursuing obtaining a quote for the chain link fence.  He will also liaise with Richard Roberts 
– FCC for additional contractors.  

 
RESOLVED: 
i. The location of the signage was approved as was the increase to the quote. 
ii. Cllr Williams will continue to pursue costings for the chain link fencing.  

247. Youth Club Building and Surrounding Site 
 
The Clerk sought clarification regarding the expression of interest submitted by the Institute.  Mr J Martin has 
confirmed that the Institute Committee requested him to submit an Expression of Interest via FLVC regarding the 
Youth Club.  He did stress that at this stage it is only an expression of interest. 
 
Cllr Davies expressed her concern that there is uncertainty regarding the intention of the EOI.  The Chairman 
suggested obtaining a copy of the Institute Minutes and writing to ascertain their intentions e.g would they be 
looking to run both buildings. 
 
Cllr Wight proposed for the Community Council to also submit an EOI for the Youth Club which was unanimously 
agreed 
 
RESOLVED: the Clerk will request a copy of the Institutes Minutes where it was resolved they would submit am 
EOI for the Youth Club an also a report from their January meeting.  She will also request what the Committee’s 
intentions are for the running of both buildings.  The Chairman will obtain the appropriate forms for the Council to 
submit an EOI for the Youth Club. 
 

248. Steering Group 
 
The Chairman asked which members were interested in sitting on the Steering Group which would be responsible 
for the S106 War Memorial Institute Project and working with groups, clubs and organisations to establish how 
the Council may assist with the future needs of the village. 
 
RESOLVED: the following members will form the above Steering Group; Cllr Williams, Hinds, Priddin, Wight and 
Wakelam.  This will be included as a monthly agenda item where the Group will report as appropriate.  
 

249.  Flintshire Public Services Board (PSB) Draft Well-being Plan 
 
The PSB has produced a draft Well-being Plan for Flintshire that outlines how the collective work of the 
partnership can protect and improve the quality of life for residents, communities and businesses now and in the 
future.  The draft plan is an outline of what it is the PSB would like to achieve and why. The final Plan will be 
developed for publication next spring.  A copy of the draft Plan was circulated to members if they wished to 
provide any comments. 
 
Cllr Wight felt that the draft failed to identify how they plan to undertake their actions.  He stated that the Councils 
Place Plan covers matters mentioned in their report and proposed that the Council write to the PSB providing a 
copy of the Place Plan and advise that the Council are not getting the support from FCC in order for the Plan to 
be adopted. 
 
RESOLVED: the Council will write to the PSB providing a copy of their Place Plan.  
 

250. Community Newsletter 
 
Cllr Williams provided members with an example newsletter and requested that members review the headings 
and prepare drafts to be included which will be reviewed at the next meeting. 
 
He also advised that if any member wished to pursue the possibility of advertising in the newsletter/sponsors to 
gather information to be presented at the February meeting. 
 
The Clerk suggested including the Council’s achievements of the last year and ambitions for the forthcoming 
year. 
 
RESOLVED: members will provide draft extracts for the newsletter at the February meeting.  

 
251. Local Development Plan  

 
The Council’s final response was circulated to members for approval in December and submitted on 21

st
 

December 2017.  Whilst members had supported the response by way of no objections, the Chairman asked 
whether members had any additional comments?  No comments were received. 
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Cllr Hinds wishes to express her thanks to Cllr Williams and Wight for their hard work in preparing the response. 
 
RESOLVED: the LDP response was fully supported by members. 
 

252. Dobshill Depot Site 
 
Cllrs Williams, Hinds and Wight have met with Waites (the building company) and the proposed plan seems to be 
a development providing a good mix of housing.  Whilst the development is for proposed council housing, options 
are being considered for affordable housing or similar schemes.  The pre-consultation is due to be launched 
imminently.  
 
RESOLVED: the above report received and noted. 
 

** 8.50pm Member of the public left the meeting. 
 

253. Proposed New School 
 
Cllr Williams reported that the application had not been included on the FCC Planning Committee agenda for 
January which could be due to the report received from the Design Commissioner.   
 
With reference to minute 167 the Chairman advised that on reviewing the original Agreement which was made 
when the existing school was built between Clwyd County Council and Alyn and Deeside in June 1978, there is a 
covenant which FCC have in principle agreed to honour.  The Covenant relates to community use of the 
community facilities within the school. 
 
At present the school has ceased the community use, by converting the community facility of changing rooms to a 
children’s cloak room. 
 
The Chairman proposed that the Council ensure that they have representation (minimum of 2) on the Committee 
(dealing with the community facilities) to ensure that the community room and the needs of the community are 
considered and protected at all times.  The Council should write to FCC Planning submitting a ‘late observation’ 
requesting that reference is made to the covenant within the Agreement regarding the committee; that it is 
honoured and that the Community Council will have membership of the Shared Community Facilities Committee. 

 
RESOLVED: the Council fully supported the Chairman’s proposal and will write to FCC Planning with a late 
observation requesting that reference is made to the covenant within the Agreement; that it is honoured and that 
the Community Council will have membership of the Joint Management Committee* (*committee responsible for 
the Community Facilities). 
 

254. Public Inquiry 
 
i. The Chair confirmed that the inquiry for ref: 056694.  Construction of 32no. dwellings including new vehicle 

access point, public open space, car parking and landscaping.  Land at Hawarden Road, Penyffordd, will take 
place on Tuesday 16

th
 January at 10.00am and will be held at Theatre Clwyd.  FCC have withdrawn their initial 

refusal so the Community Council will need to object alone.  He encouraged members and residents where 
possible to attend.  Cllr Wight proposed that a statement of case be sent from the Council.  

ii. The inquiry for ref: 055590.  Erection of 190 dwellings and ancillary development.  Land at Chester Road, 
Penymynydd is now complete and a response is to yet to be received.  The Chairman advised the County and 
community ‘put up a good fight’ and have done all they could.  Cllr Wight advised that questions had been 
asked regarding the capacity of Castell Alun High School and any future plans to extend the school, to date no 
clear response has been received.  

 
RESOLVED:  
i. The Council will send a statement of case. 

ii. The report was received and noted. 

255. Planning Applications 
a) To review and consider Planning Applications received. 

i. Ref: 057811.  Erection of new workshop.  Village Motors, Chester Road, Penymynydd Supported, on the 
condition that there are no objections received from neighbouring properties.  

ii. Ref: 057908.  Relocation of existing access and extension of existing Class B1 site to provide parking and 
turning of delivery vehicles.  Bank Farm, Lower Mountain Road, Penyffordd.  An objection will be made to 
this application and a separate response drawn up. 

 
 RESOLVED: the above comments will be reported to Flintshire County Council Planning.   

 
b) To receive Notifications of Planning Decisions made by Flintshire County Council. 
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i. Ref: 055364.  Field House, Platt Lane, Penyffordd.  Removal of the Section 106 Agreement.  Approved 

after completing Legal Agreement  

RESOLVED: the above be received and noted. 
 

c) To review ongoing Planning Applications. 
i. Rhos Road (Retirement) – no further progress to report at present. 
ii. Rhos Road (40) – the Chairman reported that on the amended plan the development would offer 3 or 4 

affordable homes, DW has suggested that if it is amended to offer 8 affordable homes the amended plan 
should again be reissued.  

iii. Vounog Hill – no further progress to report at present. 
 

RESOLVED: the above reports were received and noted, they will be reviewed monthly and included as monthly 
agenda items.  

 
256. Correspondence  

To acknowledge and note correspondence received. 
 

• Notification from FCC that the 2017/18 Play Area Match Funding has been approved for £5,000 to be 

used at Melwood Close Play Area. Further details will follow. 

• The Clerk circulated details of forthcoming training events being held by One Voice Wales. 

257. Members Items (AOB)  

• Cllr Walker enquired on the situation regarding Melwood Close Clinic as the land is looking extremely 
overgrown and unsightly.  Cllr Vidamour also advised that the pathway around the clinic is too also very 
overgrown.  Cllr Williams advised that himself and Cllr Hinds have been liaising with FCC, however, there 
is no further progress on the site.  He will however speak with M.Eastwood and Planning with regard to 
the upkeep and maintenance of the site and surrounding land. 

• Cllr Wakelam advised of privately owned hedges overgrown on Bilberry Close.  Cllr Williams advised that 
if this is reported to Streetscene they will write to the resident requesting the hedges be cut. 

• Cllr Wight requested the following future agenda items; Members Photographs and Project Daffodil –
Spring 2019. 

 
 

 
 

The meeting was closed at 9.35pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chair………………………………………………….. 14

th
 February 2018  


