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Kirsty Williams, Minister for Education Correspondence.Kirsty.Williams@gov.wales  

Vaughan Gething Minister for Health & Social Services- Correspondence.Vaughan.Gething@gov.wales  

 

 

 

Provision of School Transport within Flintshire  
 

The Community Council are writing to you with regard to the recent changes to the provision of school 

transport within our Community.  There are significant concerns by the Council and community for the 

impact on individuals such as social harm, mental health, community cohesion and educational suffering.   

 

 When applying for high school, residents were not advised which was their closest school. As 

Castell Alun High School has historically been the school accepting residents of Pen-y-ffordd & 

Penymynydd, the natural assumption was that this is actually the closest school for them. 

 

 There are discrepancies and disputes where the actual boundary/location is that determines the 

closest school that is being provided by County. 

 

 At the information evening in Castell Alun High School, parents were made aware that they 

should choose the closest school or would have to pay for transport, but as noted above, they were 

not advised which was actually the closest one. 

 

 If children who allegedly live closer to the Elfed High School are made to attend there rather than 

Castell Alun High School, transport will need to be provided, so will add to the financial burden 

on the County given that buses with space will be going to Castell Alun for 95% of the village. 

 

 Splitting family and friendships at this important time of their lives will handicap and in some 

cases damage children both socially and educationally. 

 

 An additional point is that it is also the case that local junior schools were only visited by Castell 

Alun High School in preparation for moving up, so again, the natural assumption was that this 

was the school they would be eligible to attend without transport charges! 

 

Parents who have contacted members are very worried about the financial, social and educational impact 

this matter is and may be having on their families and the children.  

 

We would therefore suggest that discretion is applied to Counties policy to allow free transport to Castell 

Alun High School based on the settlement and community rather than by a line that is disputed. If there 

is a need to review this policy, this should be done as a matter of urgency with careful and more thoughtful 

rules implemented, with clear and accurate guidance provided at the earliest stage possible. 
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Mrs Sarah A Hughes, Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer 

3 Old Chester Road, Ewloe, Deeside, Flintshire, CH5 3RU.  Tel:  01244 537032 
Email: clerk@penyfforddcouncil.org   www.penyfforddcouncil.org  

  

We therefore hope these points are taken on board that supports the affected families, so that the friends 

and communities are not split up in the way that is currently being proposed. 

 

I would take this opportunity of making you aware that due to the public interest in this matter the Council 

have requested that this is an ‘open’ letter and therefore will be made available on the Community Council 

website. 

 

Your support on this matter of wellbeing would be greatly appreciated. 

 

I look forward to hearing back from you. 

 

Yours sincerely  

 

 
Mrs Sarah A Hughes 

Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer 
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